Help Defend Agent Delivery of Health Insurance! 
Visit IIABA eAdvocacy today.

Background:  This summer, Congress will embark on major reform of the nation’s health care system.  As Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, Senator Max Baucus (D-MT) will be a primary author of the health care reform legislation, and Senator Jon Tester (D-MT) will also be a key vote. IIABA expects there to be much discussion regarding the role of independent insurance agents in what will likely be a universal health care system.  As proposals are debated in Congress, IIABA wants to remind Senators Baucus and Tester of the vital role independent insurance agents and brokers play in the health insurance marketplace. 

IIABA also expects policymakers to spend a considerable amount of time considering the merits of a public plan (“government-run health insurance plan”).  As debate begins in Congress, IIABA strongly urges Senators Baucus and Tester to work to maintain the role of independent insurance agents in the health insurance marketplace and oppose the creation of a public plan. 

Agent Concerns:  Independent insurance agents and brokers serve as trusted advisors in the placement, installation and ongoing service of health insurance to individuals, Main Street businesses, large corporations and their employees.  Each individual and business has distinct health care needs, and agents help consumers navigate the complex marketplace.  Any government effort to replace or supplant the private industry in the sale and delivery of health insurance will have disastrous effects on independent agents and the consumers you serve.

Supporters of the public plan believe it will keep health carriers efficient and lower health care costs.  However, the creation of the public plan would unfairly crowd out the private market and eventually lead to a single payer system, threatening the role of independent agents in the health insurance delivery system. 

Action Needed: Click here, IIABA eAdvocacy, to send a prewritten letter to Senators Max Baucus and Jon Tester urging them to preserve the role of independent agents in any health care reform. 

Thank you for your participation! 

